2                                    DIARY OF                             Oct. 2-3
2nd.  Up, and am sent for to Sir G. Carteret, and to him, and there he tells me how our lists are referred to a Subcommittee to consider and examine, and that I am ordered to be there this afternoon.    So I away thence to my new-bookbinder to see my books gilding in the backs, and then to White Hall to the House, and spoke to Sir W. Coventry, where he told me I must attend the Committee in the afternoon, and received some hints of more work to do. So I away to the 'Chequer, and thence to an alehouse, and found Mr. Falconbridge, and agreed for his kinswoman to come to me.    He says she can dress my wife, and will do anything we would have her to do, and is of a good spirit and mighty cheerful.    He is much pleased therewith, and so we shall be.    So agreed for her coming the next week.    So away home, and eat a short dinner, and then with Sir W. Pen to White Hall, and do give his boy niy book of papers to hold while he went into the Committee Chamber in the Inner Court of Wards,1 and I walked without with Mr. Slingsby, of the Tower, who was there, and who did in walking inform me mightily in several things; among others, that the heightening or lowering of money is only a cheat, and do good to some particular men, which, I can but remember how, I am now by him fully convinced of.   Anon Sir W. Pen went away, telling me that Sir W. Coventry that was within had told him that the fleete is all come into the buoy of the Nore, and that he must hasten down to them, and so went away, and I into the Committee Chamber before the Committee sat, and there heard Birch discourse highly and understandingly about the Navy business and a proposal made heretofore to farm the Navy; but Sir W. Coventry did abundantly answer him, and is a most excellent person.   By and by the Committee met, and I walked out, and anon they rose and called me in, and appointed me to attend a Committee of them to-morrow at the office to examine our lists.    This put me into a mighty fear and trouble, they doing it in a very ill humour, me-thought ^ So I away and called on my Lord Bruncker to desire him to be there to-morrow, and so home, having
^ The Court of Wards and Liveries was held at the end of Westminster Hall, opposite St. Stephen's Chapel. The court was abolished 12 Car. II. (see note, vol. i., p. 47).